Il6                     MOUNTAINS    AND   CLIMBERS
MOUNT   KAMET   SCALED
Dr. A. M. Kellas, at the beginning of the present century, made
remarkable climbs, including Kangchenjau, Pauhunri and Chomiomo,
reaching 23,500 feet on Kamet with H. T. Morshead in 1920. Numerous
attempts have been made upon Kanchenjunga, the first in 1905. An
American explorer, E. F. Farmer, was killed in 1929, in which year
Paul Bauer led a Bavarian party which reached 25,000 feet. In 1930,
Professor G. Dyhrenfurth's party was repulsed, but ascended peaks
including the Ramthang Peak (23,200 feet) and the Jonsong (24,344
feet). Bauer tried again in 1931, failing at a greater height; and in the
same summer, F. S. Smythe's British party reached the Kamet summit
(25,447 feet), the highest peak but one of those scaled by man.
Nangaparbat has been the object of two recent expeditions under
Dr. Merkl, of Munich, in 1932 and 1934, both being unsuccessful, the
latter with the loss of nine lives. In 1934 also all four peaks of Queen
Mary, in the Karakorams, were climbed by Dyhrenfurth's expedition.
ATTEMPTS   UPON   THE   WORLD'S   HIGHEST   POINT
Mount Everest (29,141 feet by latest calculation), the highest
mountain in the world, has attracted repeated attempts since 1920, when
the Dalai Lama of Tibet first gave permission for attempts from the
Tibetan side. It was named in honour of Sir John Everest, an officer of
the Indian Army and Indian Survey. A preliminary reconnaissance
expedition under Colonel C. K. Howard-Bury, shaped plans for future
efforts in 1921, reaching 22,860 feet; upon this journey Dr. Kellas died.
The first serious attempt was that of 1922, under General Bruce,
which reached 27,235 feet. This, the highest point then reached, was
overpassed in 1924 when, on Bruce's second expedition, Lieut.-Col.
E. F. Norton and Dr. T. H. Somervell reached 28,200 feet. G. L.
Mallory and A. C. Irvine set off for the final climb and were not again
seen.
In 1933 Harris, Wager and Longland, of the Hugh Ruttledge
expedition, reached 27,400 feet at Camp 6; F. S. Smythe alone managed
to reach about the same elevation, but also had to retreat. In this year
also an aerial survey of the mountain was made, led by Major L. V.
Blacker.
In 1934 a solo attempt on Everest was made by Maurice Wilson.
His body was found in 1935 ^7 ^- ^ Shipton's party at 21,000 feet. The
Shipton Expedition proved that in the monsoon seasons Everest was
definitely impracticable, which confined the time each year for possible
climbing to a very few weeks.
The 1936 expedition was again led by Hugh Ruttledge, and included
the veteran climbers Shipton, Smythe and Wyn Harris. It reached only
the same height as the first expedition of 1921, namely 22,860 feet. In
the same year, W. H. Tilman stood on the 25,645 feet summit of Nanda
Devi, the highest mountain top reached to date.
The 1938 expedition was led by Tilman, the party again including